
Hi Headwaters Chapter Adoptive Monitors for the DGIF Birding and Wildlife Trails 
 
In addition to the great materials available online at  
http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/virginia-birding-and-wildlife-trail-adoption.html  
(including monitoring forms, FAQ’s, car signs, the introductory powerpoint), 
 
Here are a few of our local tips: 
 
Go to eBird for the printable checklist for your hotspot.  It will help narrow down your “knowns”. 
 
Take a friend.  Our sites are OUT THERE!  Most don’t have cellphone coverage, and are pretty far from gas 
stations.   Ideally, sites will develop a team of regular visitors, including the bird clubs, native plant 
societies.  Use your car signs and leave a note if you do plan to hike a trail.  But try to take people along; 
we’re supposed to be sharing the fun on these public lands! 
 
Take a trashbag and gloves. 
 
We only send forms once a year, but coordinators need to send reports every quarter.  So a friendly e-
mail to your coordinator after your visit is just the thing.   Date, weather, time, what you saw,  any 
interesting details, if you posted on eBird or iNaturalist.   
 
The coordinators’ reports are due to DGIF by: 
June 30th for the spring monitoring 
September 30th for the summer monitoring 
December 1 for the fall monitoring 
March 31 for the winter monitoring 
 
If your coordinator hasn’t heard from you by those dates, I bet you hear from them!  No big deal if you 
can’t go, but good to let someone know.   
 
 
North River Loop coordinator – Cheryl Shull, cherylshull@yahoo.com 
Forest Trails Loop coordinator – Sandy Greene (always looking to recruit!) 
540-487-1224, 123 Foxwood Lane, Mt. Sidney, VA 24467 
greenes104@aol.com 
 
Sandy will continue to be the under-achieving overall HMN project coordinator as we move to adopt the 
3rd loop in our area in the future “Lost Shoe Loop”.  
 
Even though we have undertaken this project as a service to our agencies, and are practicing citizen 
science by recording our observations, BWT adoption is just a great opportunity to really get to know our 
own public lands over time – where to park, who uses them when, the secret and magic spots.  It’s also 
super way to learn more about wildlife and plants, by getting together with other members and quizzing 
each other. 
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