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How to use Advanced Training/Report Required category   
        
The Headwaters Chapter Board and Advanced Training Chair have developed a mechanism to garner for the 
Headwaters Volunteers every possible avenue for claiming advanced training toward annual certification.  
Before the questionnaire and instructions are presented, it is advantageous for the volunteer to understand the 
following: 

 
From the VMN Volunteer Handbook and Policy Guidelines (summary): 

 
Advanced Training Requirements 

The purpose of Advanced Training is to provide Virginia Master Naturalists an opportunity to 

focus their volunteer efforts on one, or a few, specific topics that interest them. Advanced Training 

on an annual basis promotes continued learning and development, providing the experienced 

Master Naturalist with tools to work more effectively on new or advanced volunteer efforts. 

Advanced Training hours are counted one hour for each hour of training, exclusive of any travel 

time to and from the event. 

 
Given the above requirements, the Headwaters Chapter has elected to make Advanced Training credit available 
to chapter volunteers who are participating in approved volunteer projects that offer skill development along 
with the citizen science/stewardship/educational aspects of the project by completing the form below.  In 
addition, those events that do not normally count as advanced training (book lectures; more commercially 
oriented events) might count if the below short answer form is presented to the Advance Training Chair 
concisely enumerating how the event in question meets the advanced training criteria.  Complete sentences are 
not necessary. 

 

Event/Project Name: 

 

 

Date: Location: 

1. This experience enhanced my general naturalist learning and advanced my naturalist 

skills in the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

2. This experience gave me a deeper understanding of the importance of volunteering in 

the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

3. My understanding and skill development of my personal interest in _______________________ 

were enhanced (or could be enhanced) in the following ways: 

 

 

 

4. This experience gave me a better understanding of the universal interdependence 

within the natural world and the need for careful interaction in the following ways: 

 

 

 

5. I learned the following about Virginia’s natural resources and resource management: 
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The remaining two areas may be addressed as appropriate to the event/project 

 

6. I learned the following about the “Program for __________________________” from this 

experience and how I can provide service for that program: 

 

 

7. This experience allowed me to interact with the following local organizations: 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Date: 

 

Credit for Advanced Training opportunities can be given if support for criteria 1-5 is submitted. It is 

suggested that the remaining criteria also be a part of the submission. 

 
Instructions: 
The above form is meant to reflect your personal experience.  There are no wrong answers.  Only the 
need to communicate the experience in light of your understanding of your role as a volunteer for our 
sponsoring agencies and for the preservation and management of Virginia’s natural resources.   
 

I. Fill in the Event/Project Name, Date and Location 
II. Give a brief summary or bullet point answer for each of the first five statements: 

1. Your focus should be on the skills you developed (or became aware of a need for developing) as 
well as the learning you garnered.  If you discover through participation in this program, that you 
need additional skills to enhance your volunteering experiences give an indication of what they 
might be and how you might obtain them.  This is a great opportunity to ask for Advanced Training 
courses to be developed by the Chapter 

2. What about your experience with this event/program made you appreciated the value of 
volunteering for our sponsoring agencies/partners and preserving Virginia’s natural resources? 

3. Here is where you will indicate what specific interest this experience/event/program addressed for 
you as a volunteer.  It could be wild bird science, habitat restoration, stream monitoring, teaching 
young people about your key interest(s) – this is your focus and passion 

4. Explain what “light-bulbs” went on in your head about the interconnected nature of the natural world 
and how your awareness was increased about the need to manage risks in the field and in the 
creation of and participation in volunteer projects 

5. What new thing did you learn or what already known thing was reinforced by your participation in 
this event/program/project 

III. The next two statements give a clearer view of the specific programs and agencies this event addressed 
for you as a volunteer.  Not all events will fit into this narrower view but if they do you are advised to 
address these two statements 
6. Even if the event for which you are requesting advanced credit did not specifically target a particular 

program, if it brought your attention to that specific program in some way summarize how that 
happened 

7. List the program sponsor(s) and/or representative from local organizations who increased your 
awareness of organizations that focus on preserving/managing Virginia natural resources 

IV. Sign and date the form and send to:  Headwaters Master Naturalists 
P.O. Box 206 
Dayton, VA  22821 
Attn: RoxAnna Theiss, Advanced Training 

 
Or e-mail the unsigned form as an attachment to: roxanna_theiss@juno.com 
 

The Advanced Training Chair will review the form and notify the volunteer of approval or request additional 
clarification.  Upon final approval, hours can be logged to the VMN-VMS site. 


