
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

           Volume 1, Issue 1  2014 

Welcome to the new VNHS Newsletter: 

The Virginia Natural History Society publishes a very fine peer-

reviewed journal, Banisteria. The Society has recognized merits 

for having a newsletter sent to you “in between” issues of our 

Journal. This newsletter will follow a designed plan: 

Publish two issues per year, in between release of 

Banisteria issues. Steve Roble suggests a newsletter 

release in the two editions would be e-mailed in 

March/April and September/October. 

Content would be: Screened, non-peer reviewed 

disclosures of Virginia Natural History information; 

providing information to non-academic persons of 

natural history interest, but also some content for the 

academic community. Two – four pages per issue will be 

published at first, increased in the future based on 

available items to report. 

The Newsletter will not announce upcoming 

meetings/events for outside activities of other 

organizations. There are plenty of other newsletters 

that already do this, i.e.  Water News (from VT Tech), 

Bay Journal and North American Association for 

Environmental Education. 

Distribution would be electronic only, to those on “the 

list.”  Please recommend others get on the list. 

So, here we go. Please send me information you think might be 

of interest for natural history enthusiasts.  My email address is:  

rgroover@reynolds.edu. 

Richard Groover 

Newsletter editor 

 

 

 

Coyote are here in Virginia 

Canis latrans …. A common Virginia resident? 

This invasive predator is a real risk to small, 
free-roaming dogs and cats. It is suggested 
that all small dogs be restrained on a leash 
when walking them outdoors and avoid 
walking in areas where coyotes are raising 
their pups from March to August. Fences do 
not work well; coyotes can jump over fences 
up to 7-feet high and can climb over taller 
fencing that does not have an outward 
slanting overhang.  The coyote is an 
opportunistic forager that will consume 
anything of nutritional value. 
 
At one 300-acre farm in Hanover County, 
seven adult coyotes have been killed in the 
last two years.   
 
Female coyotes can weigh an average of 30 – 
40 pounds, and male coyotes weigh on 
average 35 – 45 pounds. Large males can 
weigh as much as 60 pounds. 
 
Coyotes prefer semi-forested or open farm 
and pasture lands, but they have been 
observed in every urban area (city) in Virginia  
as well. 

Drawing: http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+coyote+drawings&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=free+coyote+drawings&sc=0-15&sp=-1&sk= 

mailto:rgroover@reynolds.edu


 

Virginia agencies reports acorn crop 

very light for 2013 

Reports from various parts of the Commonwealth indicate 

that the acorn crop this fall was very light, according to 

officials at the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) 

and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 

(VDGIF).  

VDOF Research Program Manager Jerre Creighton said, 

"Acorn production varies widely - from nearly zero to a 

quarter million or more acorns per acre. Different locations, 

years, species and even individual trees produce extremely 

different crops, and heavy 'bumper' crops occur only every 

two to seven years." 

While it is difficult to pinpoint one specific cause that 

would explain the acorn crop for an entire region in a given 

year, there are many factors - such as weather, insects and 

disease - that collectively influence acorn development 

from the time of flower initiation to acorn maturity.  

Oak flowers seem to be aborted between the time of 

initiation and pollination. Late spring freezes and high 

humidity during pollination are primary causes (Virginia 

experienced both of these over much of 2013). Later, 

immature acorns can be lost due to summer droughts, high 

temperatures or insect predation. In addition, the inherent 

cycles between bumper crops and light crops may be an 

adaptation to allow the trees to restore their resources 

following a bumper crop. 

Creighton said, "In other words, a large crop one year may 

reduce the trees' resources resulting in lower production the 

following year(s). Since 2012 was a bumper crop of acorns 

for much of Virginia, this could be another explanation for 

this year's light crop. The overall consensus seems to be 

that there are inherent cycles of reproduction that are 

modified by the impact of weather conditions in a 

particular location." 

Gary Norman of VDGIF said, "Acorn production in 

Virginia in 2013 was low - comparable to the previous low 

in 2008. The white oak crop appeared to uniformly fail 

across the state, while some pockets (generally in eastern 

Virginia) of good red oak production were found. Mast 

production has alternated from high to low levels since 

2010. The impacts of acorns on wildlife populations are 

Cave Board ? 

“The Virginia Cave Board was established 

to conserve and protect caves and 

karstlands of the Commonwealth and 

advocate the wise use of these resources,” 

so says the Virginia Department of 

Conservation and Recreation. 

“VCB members serve Virginia by advising 

private individuals, organizations and 

public agencies on cave and karst related 

matters, providing cave management 

expertise, preparing and presenting 

educational material, identifying significant 

caves, and recommending conservation and 

preservation measures for cave resources 

within the Commonwealth.” 

Virginia lists 156 caves owned by state 

agencies. There are hundreds owned by 

private owners. 

More than 200 animal species found in 

Virginia caves, are restricted to small 

geographic areas, or occur in very small 

populations, and many have been placed on 

the Endangered Species List. * 

Some of the protected cave species include: 

→Virginia Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus townsendii virginianus) 

→Madison Cave Isopod (Antrolana lira) 

→Lee County Isopod (Lirceus usdagalun) 

Bull Thistle Cave, found in Southwest 

Virginia, is one of the best preserved 

example of a burial pit cave, and it is listed 

in the National Register of Historic Places. 

The cave was used by Native Americans 

for the burial of their dead during the Late 

Woodland Period (A.D. 900 – 1700).  

*http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/docu

ments/secondappalachiankarstsymposiumpaperJCK

S1-1-2010.pdf 



extensive and complex. And they are most dramatic where 

there is little diversity of habitat types and few alternative 

food sources to acorns." 

VDGIF officials are concerned about a light crop because 

acorns are a preferred food for many wildlife species, 

including white-tailed deer, black bear and wild turkey. 

Acorns are rich in fat, soluble carbohydrates and energy, 

which are important nutritional needs that contribute to the 

animal's body condition, survival, harvest rates, 

reproduction and, eventually, population status. The 

roaming range of black bear and wild turkey can increase 

two- to four-fold in years with mast failures, and long-

range gray squirrel movement can be significant as they 

search for acorns. 

For more information, see the DGIF website: 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/news/release.asp?id=388  

 

 

Great Natural History Organizations to Join: 

Virginia Native Plant Society ---  400 Blandy Farm Lane, Unit #2, Boyce, Virginia 22620  
(540) 837-1600 www.vnps.org 

Virginia Master Naturalist Chapters  --- Virginia Master Naturalist Program, 460 Stagecoach Road, Charlottesville, VA 

22902.  Phone: 434-872-4580.  E-mail: masternaturalist@vt.edu 

Virginia Chapter of The Wildlife Society ---  Contact Dr. Todd Fredericksen, Ferrum College, John Wesley Hall  
215 Ferrum Mountain Road, Ferrum, VA 24088  E-mail:  TFredericksen@FERRUM.EDU 
 
Richmond Audubon Society --- membership@richmondaudubon.org 

Virginia Herpetological Society --- VHS Treasurer-Secretary, 316 Taylor Ridge Way, Palmyra, VA 22963.  

http://www.virginiaherpetologicalsociety.com/vhs-membership/vhs-membership-application.pdf 

Dragonfly Society of America ---  Jerrell Daigle, 2067 Little River Lane, Tallahassee, FL 32311.  
jdaigle@nettally.com 

 

IF your group is not listed above …. let us know who you are 

 

Final note: Science News Magazine (March 8, 2014 Issue) reports that in the United States, 
cat-killed birds range from 1.3 – 4.0 billion annually. 

6.3 – 22.3 billion small mammals are killed annually by cats. 

Freshwater Mussels great for filtering the 

water …. 

• 1 mussel can filter ~0.5 
gallon/hr. 

• 1 mussel = 12 gallons/day 

• Brooks-Frost Ford = 1 million 
mussels   

• Water filtered/day = 12,000,000 
gallons 

• In summer, entire river volume 
can easily be filtered in only a 
few river miles 

 

Source: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
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